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The present Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the issuance of a 
first Office Action. Submitted herewith is a copy of a search report issued by a patent searching 
authority other than the PTO and the cited art together with a form listing the same for the 
convenience of the Examiner. 

I respectfully request that the information submitted be considered and enclose our check 
in payment of the required $180.00 fee. 

PCT reference WO 94/10022 discloses an end part for a vehicle longitudinal beam. This 
reference corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 5,609,004, a copy of which is also enclosed. 

European reference 0990578 discloses a method for manufacturing a cross-beam. This 
reference corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 6,391,470, a copy of which is also enclosed. 

German reference 19715069 discloses a transverse carrier for an automobile. Applicants 
do not have an English-language translation of this reference readily available. However, an 
English-language Abstract thereof is enclosed. 
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German reference 4204826 discloses a motor vehicle body work made from hollow 
sections. Applicant does not have an English-language translation of this reference readily 
available. However, an English-language Abstract thereof is enclosed. 

Applicant has also cited German reference 29916467. At present, Applicant does not 
have a copy of this reference, however, it will be submitted once it is obtained. 

The present invention defines a specific connecting element which is not believed to be 
disclosed by the enclosed references. 

In the event the actual fee is greater than the payment submitted or is inadvertently not 
enclosed or if any additional fee during the prosecution of this application is not paid, the Patent 
Office is authorized to charge the underpayment to Deposit Account No. 15-0700. 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450, on September 25, 2003: 
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